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Clean Version of the Claims 

jasereplace claims 1 , 1 1 , 22 and 29 with the following; 


[Ami^ded] A system foraransporting a secondary communication signal from a 
secon<iary4ynclironous optical network (SONET) ring on a primary synchronous optical 
notwori^ONET) ring which has a primary communication signal, wherein the secondary 
communication signal has secondary overhead Including secondary section overhead and 
the primary communication signal haa^ primary overhead Including secondary section 
overhead, the system comprising: 

a first adapter assembly adapted t\ receive the secondary communication signal 
from the secondary SONET ring and the primary communication signal from the 
primary SONET ring, to combine the secondary overhead Into the unused space of the 
primary overhead, to form a transport overhead from the secondary overhead and the 
primary overhead wherein the transport overheiad includes the secondary section 
overhead, to combine the secondary payload with the primary payload to form a 
transport payload and to combine the transport overhead with the transport payload to 
form a transport communication signal for trans por+^across a communications path of 
the primary SONET ring; and 

a second adapter assembly adapted to receive \he transport communication signal 
fnam the primary SONET ring, to remove the secondary overhead frcim the transport 
overhead, to remove the secondary payload from the trWport payload, and to combine 
the secondary overhead with the secondary payload tmcreate the second secondary 
communication signal for transport to the secondary SONBT ring. 
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tended] An apparatus for transporting a transport communication signal 
from a sj^cbfronous primary SONET ring to a secondary primary SONET ring, the 
tran^sport communication signal waving a transport overhead containing a secondary 
overhead including secondary seatlon overhead and a transport payload containing a 
secondary payload wherein the transport overhead was formed by combining the 
secondary overhead with of a primaW overhead wherein the secondary section 
overhead was combined Into the unu\ed space of the primary overhead, the apparatus 
comprising: 

an adapter assembly adapted toVeceive the transport communication signal 
from the primary SONET ring, to removeNthe secondary overhead from the transport 
ovorhcad wherein the transport overiiead Includes the secondary section overhead, to 
remove the secondary payload from the transport payload, to combine the secondary 
overhead with the secondary payload to creaXe a secondary communication signal and 
to transmit secondary communication signal t(\the secondary primary SONET ring. 



JArtiendedl A method o^reparing a communication signal in a primary 
synchr^m optical networic (SONET) ring for transport to a secondary synchronous 
optical nouA/ork (SONET) ring, the communication signal having a transport overtiead 
including a secondary overhead and a transport payload including a secondary payload 
wlierein the secondary overtiead includes a secondary section overhead and wherein 
the transport overhead was formed by dbmbining the secondary overhead with a 
primary overhead wherein the secondary\section overhead was combined into the 
unused space of the primary overhead, tha method comprising: 

removing the secondary overhead frtom the transport overiiead wherein the 
transport overhead includes the secondary section overiiead; 

removing the secondary payload fromVie transport payload; and 
combining the secondary overhead witt\the secondary payload to create a 
secondary communication signal. 

mU 
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ided] A method Af transporting a secondary communication signal 
from a seWMary synchronous optncai network (SONET) ring across a communications 
pnth of a synchronous optics^ network (SONET) ring, the secondary 

communication signal Inciuding a secCjndary overhead and a secondary payload 
wliereln the secondary overtiead Includes a secondary section overhead, comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving a secondary communicaSons signal into an first adapter assembly 
communicably connected to the primary SDNET ring and the secondary SONET ring, 
and, fn the first adapter assembly, combining the secondary overhead into the unused 
space of the primary overhead, forming a tra\i$port overhead from the secondary 
overhead and the primary overhead wherein tfae transport overhead includes the 
secondary section overhead, and combining the secondary payload with a primary 
communications signal payload to form a transport payload, and combining the 
transport payload and the transport overhead to fomn a transport communication signal; 

transporting the transport communication sigtial across a communications path 
through the primary SONET ring to a second adapted assembly communicably 
connected with the secondary SONET ring and the pmnary SONET ring; and 

in the second adapter assembly, removing the s&condary overiiead from the 
transport overtiead, removing the secondary payload form the transport payload and 
combining the secondary overhead with the secondary p^Ioad to recreate the 
secondary communication signal. 
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Marked"Up Version of the Claims 


Please amend claims 1 , 1 1 , 22 and 29 as foltows: 

1 . [Amended] A system for transporting a secondary communication signal from a 
secondary synchronous optical network (SONET) ring on a primary synchronous optical 
network (SONET) ring which has a primary communication signal, wherein the secondary 
communication signal has secondary overhead including secondary section overhead and 
the primary communication signal has primary overhead including secondary section 
overhead, the system comprising: 

a first adapter assembly adapted to receive the secondary communication signal 
from the secondary SONET ring and the primary communication signal from the 
primary SONET ring, to combine the secondary overhead [with the primary overhead to 
form a transport: overhead wherein the secondary section overhead is combined] into 
the unused space of the primary overhead, to form a transport overhead from the 
se condary ov erh ead and jhe primary overhead wherein the transport overhead includes 
to® sggo ndgry^Qpt'Q^ overhead, t o combine the secondary payload with the primary 
payload to form a transport payload and to combine the transport overhead with the 
transport payload to form a transport communication signal for transport across a 
communications path of the primary SONET ring; and 

a second adapter assembly adapted to receive the transport communication signal 
from the primary SONET ring, to remove the secondary overtiead from the transport 
overhead, to remove the secondary payload from the transport payload, and to combine 
the secondary overiiead with the secondary payload to create the second secondary 
communication signal for transport to the secondary SONET ring. 
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11. [Amended] An apparatus for transporting a transport communication signal 
from a synchronous primary SONET ring to a secondary primary SONET ring, the 
transport communication signal having a transport overtiead containing a secondary 
overhead including secondary section overhead and a transport payload containing a 
secondary payload wherein the transport overhead was fonnned by combining the 
secondary overhead with of a primary overhead^wherein the secondary section 
overhead was combined into the unused space of the primary overhead, the apparatus 
comprising: 

an adapter assembly adapted to receive the transport communication signal , 
from the primary SONET ring, to remove the secondary overhead from the transport 
overhead wherein the transport overhead includes the secondary section overtiead . to 
remove the secondary payload from the transport payload, to combine the secondary 
overhead with the secondary payload to create a secondary communication signal and 
to transmit secondary communication signal to the secondary primary SONET ring. 

22. [Amended] A method of preparing a communication signal in a primary 
synchronous optical network (SONET) ring for transport to a secondary synchronous 
optical network (SONET) ring, the communication signal having a transport overhead 
including a secondary overtiead and a transport payload including a secondary payload 
wherein the secondary overhead includes a secondary section overhead_and wherein 
the transport overhead was formed by combining the secondary overhead with a 
primary overhead wherein the secondary section overhead was combined into the 
unused space of the primary overhead, the method comprising: 

removing the secondary overhead from the transport overhead wherein the 
tra nsport overh ead includes the secondary section overhead : 

removing the secondary payload from the transport payload; and 

combining the secondary overhead with the secondary payload to create a 
secondary communication signal. 
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29. [Amended] A method of transporting a secondary communication signal 
from a secondary synchronous optical network (SONET) ring across a communications 
path of a primary synchronous optical networl^ (SONET) ring, the secondary 
communication signal including a secondary overhead and a secondary payload 
wherein the secondary overhead includes a secondary section overhead, comprising 
the steps of: 

receiving a secondary communications signal Into an first adapter assembly 
communlcably connected to the primary SONET ring and the secondary SONET ring, 
and, In the first adapter assembly, combining the secondary overhead [with a primary 
communications signal overhead to form a transport overhead wherein the secondary 
section overhead Is combined] into the unused space of the primary overhead , forming 
a transport overhead from the secondary overhead and the primary overhead wherein 
the trans port overhead includes the secondary section overhead, and combining the 
secondary payload with a primary communications signal payload to form a transport 
payload, and combining the transport payload and the transport overhead to form a 
transport communication signal; 

transporting the transport communication signal across a communications path 
through the primary SONET ring to a second adapter assembly communicably 
connected with the secondary SONET ring and the primary SONET ring; and 

In the second adapter assembly, removing the secondary overhead from the 
transport overhead, removing the secondary payload form the transport payload and 
combining the secondary overiiead with the secondary payload to recreate the 
secondary communication signal. 
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